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II

SYNCRETISTIC CONCEPTIONS OF GOD

Scholars are today generally agreed that a culture-mixture
of the type described really took place in the area of the Dia-
spora, and that both individual types of syncretism and com-
pletely composite cults came into existence there. Epigraphic
discoveries have enabled us, though as yet but rarely, to catch
a glimpse of or to understand a few examples of the former.
As to the latter, various monuments reveal their existence, but
give us no knowledge of them. Thus there now lies open to
the inquiry and research of scholars an entirely new field,
difficult enough to explore, but certainly rich in prospects.1

Of the indications, or positive evidence, still elusive and
slender, at present available, two groups may be mentioned.
The first relates to the use of the title Hypsistos, or Most High,
a Jewish epithet of Jahweh in the Diaspora, to designate pagan
deities.2 The second reveals the existence of a Judaizing
gnosis.

Many of the pagan thiasoi, without adhering to the syna-
gogue, worshipped the supreme God, the Most High, the Eternal,
the Creator. Nevertheless, even if all these are perfectly suit-
able epithets for the God of the Jews, it is by no means certain
that they were always addressed to Him, for other divinities, fore-
most of whom was Zeus, also bore the title of Hypsistos 3 and
might fittingly be addressed by any of the titles just mentioned.
We must, therefore, beware of facile identifications, though
the establishment of a few really certain cases would warrant
the conclusion which we seek to draw. It is not without
significance that the pagans, even in cases where there is no
proof of Judaizing, called the God of the Jews by the title
Hypsistos.^

We get an instructive glimpse of at least one of these com-
posite cults, the cult of SabazioS) an ancient Thracian form of
Dionysos, whom a fanciful etymology, significant in its tendency,
connected with Sabaoth, the Kyrios Sabaoth of the Septuagint.5
In the Questions of Plutarch,6 we read how one of the guests

1  CCCXKf, xx and p. 96.

2  GIL, vi,   50   (from   Rome) :   " "ArreL vyiarq) KO! ffwexovrt, TO nav.
Both title and description are Jewish ;   cf. CCCXII, 94.

3  CCCXII, 368 ;   on the inscriptions from the kingdom of the Bos-
phorus, originally published by Latyschev, in 1890, wherein vyuarog is
applied to Zeus, Ge and Helios, see CCLXVII, v, 90 ff.

4 Philo, Leg., xxiii, 40 ;   In Place., 7.

5 CCCXII, 97.                                         a Quaest. conviv., iv, 6.
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